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ARTITAYA SUDJAI : EXAMINE THE POTENTIAL OF SECONDARY TOURIST
CITIES IN NORTH OF THAILAND A FOCUS GROUP STUDY OF JAPANESE
TOURISTS LONG-STAY ORIENTATION. ADVISOR : DR. WANIDA WADEECHARQEN,
104 PP.

According to the Second National Tourism Development Plan (2017-2021), in
order to generate national income and distribute to the communities based, Thai
government policy are promoting of 55 provinces as the secondary tourist cities. As of
part of this strategic development plan are located in the north site are as Chiang Rai,
Mae Hong Son, Lamphun, Lampang, Phayao, Phrae, Nan, Tak, Uttaradit, Sukhothai,
Phitsanulok, Kamphaeng Phet, Phichit, Phetchabun, Nakhon Sawan and Uthaithani to
accommodate Thai and foreign tourists demand.

This research objectives is to examine the potential of secondary tourist cities
in north part of Thailand. In order to accommodate long-stay Japanese tourists
expectation and demand, there are five economic and social indicators to evaluated the
potential of these province are as (1) inclusive growth; (2) competitiveness; (3) green
growth; (4) government efficiency (5) human achievement Index. These indexes indicate the
feasibility of accommodating Japanese tourists into long-term stay in the north suburbs.

To examine of Japanese tourist behavior, there are ten tourism category
elaborated from tourism strategy plan are as following (1) Lanna Civilization Tour
Ethnic groups; (2) World Heritage Sites; (3) Nature tourism groups in the province; (4)
Cultural tourism groups; (5) Mekong Delta Cultural Tourism Group in the Upper
Northeast Region; (6) Sports Tourism Group; (7) Nature tourism in the Northeast; (8)
Ecotourism; (9) historic and cultural tours in the central region; and (10) historical tours
of civilization and health tourism in the southern provinces.

The research finding show that Japanese tourists pay attention to the world
heritage sites in Sukhothai and Kamphaeng Phet provinces. Japanese tourist’'s behavior
are more concerned on safety and security. Thus, they are totally not focus on
challenging and adventurous activities, in other hand, the cultural history sightseeing are
preferable for them.

Keywords : Secondary tourist cities, Japanese tourists, long stay-orientation

Graduate School Student’s Signature........................
Field of Study Business Japanese Advisor’'s Signature........................
Academic Year 2017
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