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Abstract

Special Economic Zone is one of Thailand Government strategic themes to
create its country competitiveness. The research purposes were to investigate the policy
and implementation of the Special Economic Zone (SEZ) initiative in Songkhla, and to
examine the investment decision trends in SEZ Songkhla of Thai enterprises
executives, who are either in agro-processing, or frozen foods, or logistics industrial
businesses. Documents were reviewed, 3 sets of research tools were developed,
including setting up interview meetings with three groups of key informants, totaling in
34 categorized in policy makers or regulators; Songkhla policy implementers; and Thai
enterprises executives living in Bangkok Metropolitan and its surroundings. The
collecting data were analyzed using a qualitative approach technique. The Pareto chart
was used to prioritize and identify importance degree of the factors the Government use
for attracting the investments to SEZ Songkhla:

The Research found that when comparing to 3 groups, logistics industrial
business tends to invest in SEZ Songkhla, due to its purchasing power and market
potential including financial institutions, technology and communication systems. Agro-
processing and frozen foods businesses considered the labor and raw material
shortages including the less purchasing power were major investment barriers. The
private sector require the Government to seriously implement its SEZ policy in physical
infrastructures, work-permit processes, public administration and services, one stop
services, public and private participation, and ecology management. The SEZ Songkhla
challenges are creating the attractive investment incentives, unskilled labor
development, setting clear goals and objectives for SEZ, designating land location for

industrial estate with necessary infrastructures, and ecology management.
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